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EXPENDITURES, 


$451 57 


$3 30 
4 20 
8 55 
2 30 


1858. ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Feb: 22, paid A. A, Bachelder’s bill..........0.. 
Mer. 8, Benj. Barker’sibille. 0.66 nce ce wns 
8, James Reid, for labor on road in 1852 
8, K..Adams, for repairing P. Bridge.. 
Sept. 21, Geo. O. Drake, for labor on road.... 
Novi: 2 R. Jeffers, for land taken for Horn road 
1854. ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Jan. 24, paid A. McMurphy, for plank.......... 
24, S. Wilson; 2d, for labor on road..... 
24, G. Shute, cc FORO Dridge... ... 
28, P. J; Horne, .“¢ #and plank. 3. 
Feb. 11, John Gregg, for land. .....ee.e cece 
13, R. Jeffers, for making part of H. road 
13, P. J. Horne, for “ ADEE GSE, 66 
13, A. Proctor, for labor on sinking bridge 
13, G. Morse, ©** © * © “yoad J..... oe 
18, J. Y. James, for labor on bridge..... 
18, J. Taylor, for stringers. .....ccsves 
18, P. C. Ingalls, for labor and plank... . 
18, Benj. Eastman, for land..........6- 
22, John Perkins, “ “ 
22; S. Clark, 2d, for hauling lumber..... 
22, Ki. G. Perham, for bridge stone in 1852 
1853. ) “-* «SNOW PATHS,; |) ae, 
Mar. = 2, iad Wm: C. Humphrey, for bevalla send 
last WiInteLrs.'e’e's*che’e'o'dave'e’she'e"s eeeese eseeeeoesene 
-' Mar. 2, paid J. Sheldon, do. 
9 Jas. Reid, do. 
2, P. Major, do. 


iB S. Adams, 2d, breaking roads last winter 
June 18, J. Kenney, do. 
Nov Wm. C. Ela, do, 
Samuel Wilson, ‘ do, 
1854. SNOW PATHS. 
Feb. paid Lyman Hayes, for breaking roads last 
WIRACI Scie ais ‘EF = dats.» 6 Eh he Siebel aim EV ye ts ‘ 
Reb. Jonas Herrick, do. 
S. Brown, do. 
R. Rogers, do. 
FE. W. Coffin ae 
Samuel Clark, 2d. do. 
E. G. Perham, do. 
4 

1853 NON RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAX RECEIPTS. 

Feb. paid W. H. Proctor, for working tax in 1852 

Apr M. Webster, receipts taken up for 1852 

1854. NON RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAX RECEIPTS. 

Feb. paid Asa Proctor, for working baxes heme 

G. BR. N. Sargent, “ 

W. Storer, 66 6 

P. Adams, ss «6 

John Gregg, Ks 

James Reid, “6 ‘6 

John Kelsey, | d, « 

John Taylor, 2d,“ {i 

Moses Webster, for receipts taken up 
mn LS0A>.4:,chabinloney srematensheGekemek © © sk eet e afd 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid John Porter’s bill, for last year. ie sina oY 
J. Kelley vivvw-ceecceeecniwele 4 ae TS “ee 
WAITS. sales 8s as 5 ye Mee + Mien wel es 

“M. Webster, for guaranteeing outstanding taxes 
Jenks & Abbott for simi iue's « Girie vs as bb onie 
Obadiah Dustin . :.'siquys joe sppginie <lbev s 0 5» 0 sees 
R. Wile on s -eipestepemyricio > + pejdls fy fever i 

he D Watts, als. petitioners...6... 005s .000 00000907, 

bh FB Cogswell. 0... wae c ces ce anbenais ee cses cs 
J. C. Taylor... + sibjecessest es Belt» a nhs she ook 
J. Montgomery....... als dei tele co od ys AE a wo 
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$157 19 
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PAID ABATEMENT OF TAXES, 
M,avyebster, on list of 1852). 64. 26% sie cigece supe tte 3 
Wm. Boyd, poll tax...... OR eee fife Perey 
Age bnity, tax... aecoe eles s D ieiau creel Patane o's cialese 
J. Palmer, “ 
M.- Webster, on list of 18B3. 0... ce ces ealen sce ees 


GRAVE YARD EXPENSES. 


Paid Wm. B. Wilson, for digging Apap: and for tools. 
P. B. Stephens, for digging graves. ote ofa « 
T.. Wilson, for blacksmith work..... BD VA BER, 


TOWN OFFICERS’ SERVICES. 


Paid E. G. Parsons, Supt. School Committee 1852. 
I. W. Ring, for notifying town officers. . 
Geo. Shute, for services as Selectman last wear. 
S. FB. Taylor, ‘é 66 6c 66 ‘s 
J. C. Taylor, oie '§ a foe. 188 
J. Montgomery, “ “ § 


A. Proctor, 66 13 66 6“ y 


K. Adams; dr, Berend ‘ ¢¢ 
A. Reynolds, Town Treasurer, e 
M. Webster, for collecting taxes. ....eees.eee 


1853. NOTES PAID. 


Mar. 1, paid Wm. Moor’s note. .0. sees eee evee 
F, God.’ Moor, twaiotes $2.26 7 Sees 
a Sarah H. Clark’s note.......e.. ee 
Apr. 30, D. Bassett’s i 
30, ' I. Hubbard’s vite 
OF 24, G. N. Warner’s =“ 
NOTE PAID. 
Jan. "28, paid J. Montgomery’s note... .sseecseoee 


INTEREST PAID. 


Mare “1, paid Wm. Bloor. geiics oe scessis 
3 TOs.) WMamh. Wiaias oo euler aulacals's nee 
j Sarah H. Clark. 


or 


eeoeeveaeerveaeeseeeeeee 


$14 98 
1 45 
2 26 
1 13 
7 08 


$26 90 


~ $51 49 


5 00 
217 


$58 66 


$252 86 


$300 00 
200 00 


$1540 56 


$91 38 
31 50 
13 44 


6 
Apr. 390, Diy easebtte io ass ee a ee 91 60 


30, J} & Fintiaraie oes s Se a aes ve ee 5 84 
May 24, Ged, IN. "Wisrneras.: ieee os oee 13 56 
1854. INTEREST PAID 
Jak?’ 128, paid J. Montgomery. .... 2. cece eee 4 20 
$251 52 
1853. ) BOOKS AND STATIONERY. 
Paid Wm. H. Fisk, for Invoice book and Highway lists $4 25 
A. Beard, for Collector’s book and tax bills..... $2 42 
$6 67 
1853. ALMS-HOUSE EXPENSES. 
Raid C. C. Parker for supplies 5 Baresels Miete ela $41 36 
Wn. J. Hall | 41 48 
G. H. Taylor, sc 10 97 
N. Warner & Son, ‘* . 21 87 
L. Harper a 39 65 
©. @. Parker 6 ll 7% 
D. Bassett for; leather. ..). dso o¥ees awh “s 4 0% 
Dr. Crombie for medical attendance. ....... 16 00 
S. C. Kimball balance salary. .s...se.ee0s 157 46 
S. C. Kimball to settle bills... ....ceceeee 100 00 
$444 61 
Amount received from county for support of county 
poor gat alms-house. .. «sso eieee emcees sidle wins oe $216 56 
Amount due from EK. G. Shute for labor.........08- 102 95 
af OC Sy” CHEE oo ites oe bain imi Rade 4 45 
A for labor on sinking bridge..... Shs mslsta bee bh, 8 00 
| 331 96 
fo balance actual expense of almshouse.........-.. 112 65 


If the value of stock on the farm above that of last year is taken 
into the above account, it will be seen that the farm has more than 
paid its expenses. 


1853. TOWN OF BROOKFIELD. 


Paid G. Ela for wood for Mrs. Drew........- $4 94 
Credit by Cash received from Brookfield.........- 4 94 


7 
1853. TOWN OF SALEM. 
Paid for supplies furnished E. P. Cole....... . 
1853. TEACHER’S INSTITUTE 
Paid A. Hoyt for support of Institue........ 
1853. INSANE ASYLUM. ‘ 


Paid for support of Sarah Cowdry.........+. 


1853. - OUTSTANDING ORDERS. | 
Paid outstanding orders of last year........... 
1853. A. Reynotps Town TREASURER 
Reb. 18, To cash for Literary Fund........ 4 
reds in Treasury. . 
Enterest: dn notes. oe vette ac wel a ae 
Outstanding taxes received. ......-00. 
Literary Fund from State........... 
Railroad) take De. SSA eee. oe SoReal 
Received on tax list 1853.........00.4 
Fé from Brookfield...... 2. 2: 
iat * . >Gounty yew sels) daakua 
6 .. Selectmen «+ « « fitious! 
1854. 
To cash received on S. Brown’s Note for 
Literary: funds sis edes dese 0 HER 
Interest dud on S. Brown’s note... ... 
Note B. Hastman & Son. ..e. sees 
1854. 
By orderss 6. sisle's e's Sw eels eee canarenes Ke 
Gb.S. Brownls notes. sees so 000s pe a 
“ Tnterest due on 8. Brown’s note... ss.ecee. 
« B. Hastman’s & Son’s- note. bears. ach ¢ Halaid 
MP Cash ims Treasurys so gleids sews NOREEN es 
1853. M. Wesster, Cottector oF TAXEs. 
May, For amount on tax lists. .......scesecee 
Pep Kapanty tax . cre eeisalew’ ove aWeyielsict wal ales 


“ State tax... 


ee@eev ee ov eeoaseeoeeoeseoee 00897088 


$26 08 


$134 45 


$100 90 


Dr. 


$200 00 
1203 09 
5 47 
1050 00 
84 38 
300 7 
2100 00 
. 14 57 
301 O1 
450 00 


200 00 
9 63 
484 00 


6502 89 
Cr. 


$5056 14 


200 00 
9 63 


484 00 


753 12 


eee RS eee 


6502 89 


Dr. 


$4593 59 


Cr. 
770 55 
450 80 


i PT eT OT obs 6's va ke = aed Res oe ko 
“ Uncollected taxes. Viste... ee ees ere eine 


1853. RECEIPTS. 
Feb. 18, By cash in treasury this day......... 
Outstanding taxes received........ 
Literary fund from, State.......... 
Thy bs TAX ite a wo + Mes lee bel awe & 


Me, ALOU COULTER ss. + ole 's sia aie 
coy «665 9% Brookfield. set 
ae hired Tor'towNh.”. 2.2 cscses 
Interest received on notes........ oe 
Literary fund appropriated...... ee 


Outstanding orders..... noah as shee . 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid for Toads. and .bridges./.0 2). sc 0 e634 eisjelers eases a 
Breaking roads last, years... sssececseeeee 
Non-resident highway receipts. ....eeseeceee 
MViiscellancous . .. ~ swisislevaledi. 00 'ds ce cie sis eee 
Abatement’ of! taxes’ <4. jee eet Gee B's 
Grave yard/expenses sev 6) «+ je Bailes iereglis wie’ 6 
Down, officers’ Lc atin Ce) agit dpeb ees f 3.4 


Baber est 4» 12.0; 5 on a/in.n, «silo aya lntebage. gl « ale » 
for-books and stationery. 00. <6 6\5 08 sine ene ew's 
Supportof schools..ssvwwes sews sede wecccas 
School house tax in district No. 2........ Pek s 
‘for transient poor... 10+ seerceeres piste es Sei 
COUnGy tax sive bs ovlvd ta peels Oe. AEBS ee 
PGS. tAR 6 dian Dai se > walwlhts 5h. 6 oR ilies, 
Outstanding orders. 2.0 HKewie e  o AS ate eles Bw 
N. H. Asylum for support of Sarah Cowdry..... 
Alms-house. expenses... s+ ccscanesssceescoes 
Teachers’ Institute...... BRA « Mite oss is eet oe 
for supplies for E. P. Cole........... ee ee 
Wood for Mrs. Drew. ..sseeeeee csevecess 


To balance cash in treasury. 2... scseceesecceees 


2100 00 
1272134 


ate 


4593 59 


$1003 09 
1050, 00 
84 38 
350 74 


9391 35 


301 O01 
14 5% 
450 00 
5 47 
200 00 
322 68 


7153 29 


$451 57 
30 40 
96 85 

157 19 
26 90 
58 66 

252 86 

1540 56 

251 52 

6 52 

1154 78 

400 06 
28 75 

770 55 

450 80 
100 90 
134 45 

444 61 
26 08 


6400 17 
7593 12 


ee ee 


$7153 29 
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1850. Notes PAYABLE. 
Jan. 31, due Eleanor Kimball......... $115 00 
Feb. 5, “) Geo.’ Ni Warner... 6.06. 364. 27 
Apri 13, “Parker Adams... 04.5. us 800 00 
May 3, ‘ Geo. Moor? ss) so. orsign -- 200 00 
Aug. 5, “ John ©. Warner......... 100 00 
Get. 8, 9“ Tilly’ Cochran. .......0.. 32 00 
Dee, 26,7 5) Wine Wiloor ven one oe ae een, t L0G: 68 
1853. . 
Nov © Betsey Stinson es. oo sec egee 128 26 
dan, .8,. i GeowwMoorss dh. . 0. ee. . 1236 42 
i cc ity Sarahel vy Mippe® . 0). ahi. «- 126 56 
Mov. 24, . fhod.:Hubpard ivi) 40) de4.. 250 00 


Int, due 


$25 O7- 
719 22 
164 68 
29 25 
18 82 
5 71 
25 11 


1 06 
62 14 
6 3d 
2 42 


$3509 19 $419 83 


1854, Feb. 22. 


Town or Derry, Dr. 
To notes payable. ..ec.ecceceseceees $3509 19 
“Interest. dudson noteSee,ceecds edie 419 83 
Outstanding orderge proce ccrescces 322 68 
Awarded HE. B. Fellows for land taken 
TO TOMA» duis ote Wily ci alaacs oc ea Oo 115 00 
due G. Wz Binkertond> ses oc.cie fe dees 7 00 
Tor LAterary, Mand s\s state Yar alls ole « 6 alchtte 200 00 
Interest due on S. Brown’s note....... 9 63 
$4583 33 
1854. Town oF Derry. Cr. 
Feb. 22, By S. Brown’s note for literary fund..... 200 00 
‘* Tuterest on S. Brown’s note. .....0. 9 63 
$b eA TICOULGGHO | f TAXES wisi 0: moyermierervia ahd s de 12572: 24 
2) OT A SON MALO w'a,4 0) 3G cage ae ARS te sese 9 28 
BE ik Gees, ed OOMEELY Ws's, slale'a's acide at scales 11 50 
ss. &. & School district No 6....... 17 00 
Bree ith te Cag t Warnor sinc o> o o.016. ate fe 5. 47 
CB ahS ah I LRTI LO acca wile’ yu 0) dese 102 95 
C6i. SGSeOy SS; MS Nitlt aonb able ohilare iow 4 Ad5 
“ Benj. Eastman & Son’s note......... 484 00 
© Cash sim), treaBUryies v.ccinee grencececs jo3 12 
2869 34 
1713 99 


Balance being amount of town debt..o..+.ssesereee 


4583 33 
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Derry, Marcu 2, 1854. 
We, the undersigned, Auditors, having examined the foregoing ac- 
counts, as presented by the Selectmen, find them correctly cast, and 
satistactor, y vouchers corresponding thereto. 
¥ GEORGE SHUTE, He dities 
GEO. H. TAYLOR. § #“@77S- 


Invorce or PersonaL Property aT ALMs-House, Fes. 22, 1804. 
1 horse. .....+2+-.. $90.00 1 Winnowing Mill.... $8 00 


16@oR... Ut. Cire --.. 20.00. Pulley &...... oes 400 
1 pair oxen......-. » 115 00 Cider and vinegar.... 46 00 
2-pairs steerszi's wee vak2D OD. SHayy...0 oi o0es cae --. 303 00 
Teonwer >. . fe. weeee 120 00 Barley, oats andrye.. 10 00° 
2 two years old cattle. 30 00 65 bushels corn...... 83 00 
AEN sib se slo 2100 gBeanps\2 os .00.. oats oo dy P6408 
A swine.«++.++.+¢+- ‘36 00 Potatoes and other roots 42 00 
15 sheep...... Po wei, OO, GOc te, SREMOIS. BORD ale in bie 10 00 
I horse-wagon...... ~ 26°00". 950'Tbs. pork, .-..-+- 114 00 
TVET syemiinae aposeio ORE | agit BP Abeer oti SA RMI am 13 00 
Plows, cultivators, and TRUIGUGE seen ele «aS OAS 14 00 
boyse-rak.§ \.,+'.2 "0's 20 OO MSDE cone yee ab» Ap 8) o0's aL eR 
Waggon, cartsand sled 50 00 Salt fish....... + wie) 
Wood on hahd. 5.3" 550° 00°" Candles. 0. voc» cies 4 00 
AN FEMAIL a ells, she 6'so sh hin Ales ecighabiacelss Spat eaae > AN fe $1467 00 
Hixcess above last year......cssseeee ais phe alee 121 00 


Agreeably to a vote passed at the annual meeting in March last, 
your Selectmen respectfully submit ‘he foregoing statement of their 
doings, which shows the financial con ‘ion of the town at the pres- 
ent time. At the commencement of the present financial year, the 
Town debt was $2658, 195 it isnow $1713, 99, or $944,76 less than 
last year. 

In compliance with the instruction of the town, we have built the 
‘Horne Road,” the expense accruing therefrom is $500,41. If this 
expense had not been incurred the town debt would have been reduced 
$1445,17. 

There are yet some unadjusted claims against the town, which if 
allowed, will amount to a about $80,00 © 

JOSEPH MONTGOMERY, ) Selectmen 

ALEXIS PROCTOR, of 

EDMUND ADAMS, Jr. Derry. 
“Derry, March 2, 1854. 


ERRATA. 


The following items of expenditure should have been inserted 


before Alms House expenses, page 6: 


1853. SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 

Paid School District, No. 1.........eceeee: Wi daes 
“ & 66 a @eevseeeevs#¢e¢:eetee?@ @eeee2e28@¢e@ 
sé ss &¢ 3 *eemeeoeeoeeseepee#tste_evoeer eee eos @ 
YS 66 = 4 e e @eesvenveesveseseree# es @ eevee 
66 46 ts 5 eoeesve-@e8 @e0eesetevestee @e @e 
& $6 coo «rite a are ARAL Ll 5 Baa ; 
se & REC UNP, OMIS it  e yeaa ae Sia oh 3 
“6 &6 “6 S eoe@eeoeesteesoe @eeoeveecesteoe?s? ° 
- bd ay 9 @erveeensnreseoeea€ eeeesee#s ee 
& ; abs o MOG Caen both Steet ee bole tikes 

School House tax in District No. 2........ e+ 

1853, TRANSIENT POOR. 

Paid Wm. Ela, wood for Mrs. Sargent.....+ee.+ees 

K. Kennie, for boarding Mrs. Dustin.. .......+- 
Dr. Crombie, for medical attendance on Mrs. Dustin 
G. O. Drake. supplies for Mrs Dustin........ « 
/ 
1853. COUNTY TAX. 


Paid County Wile a's Valo ok @eaeeeaee 782028288 © 009 66 8 
State TAX ss @nenv@ene 


eoaeneawonwmereee @oese eves €8 O88 


$180 29 


191 98 
89 91 
119 13 
80 01 
124 17 
116 45 
115 06 
89 13 
48 65 
400 00 


$1554 78 


$17 25 
4 00 
4 00 
3 50 


$28 75 


770 55 
450 80 
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Report of the Superintending School Comumittee. 


DISTRICT, No. 1. 


The average age of the scholars in Summer, was hardly eight 
years, and their attendance very irregular. It would be difficult for 
any teacher to accomplish much in these circumstances, though, 
doubtless, a high degree of skill and tact in the management of 
children, tends much to mitigate the evils alluded to. 

The Winter School, under the charge of Mr. Alfred Reynolds, with 
the valuable assistance of Mrs. Reynolds, made very gratifying progress. 
The instraction was rudimental and thorough; the school orderly and 
attentive. The scholars seemed generally to understand well the 
branches of study, upon which they had been engaged, and recited 
with promptness and accuracy. Remarkable improvement in the 
Hourth Reader class. The writing books were written with great 
regularity and neatness—without a noticed blot upon any of them. 

Writing has not usually, in our schools, the systematic attention 
that belongs to it. It is put next to reading, in the school laws, and 
ought to have its appropriate place in the regular employments of 
the school, and when its turn comes, the teacher should give his wn- 
divided attention to it,—as much so, as when he is engaged with a 
class in reading, arithmetic, or any other branch. 


DISTRICT, NO. 2. 


The Summer School was under the charge of Miss Ann. D. Alli" 
son. At her examination, for a certificate, Miss Allison gave indica” 
tions of unusual ability and efficiency as a teacher. She issystemat™ 
io and orderly in her arrangements, intelligent in her teaching—lead- 
ing the minds of her pupils to a definite understanding of the sub- 
jects before their attention. Her scholars, notonly recite well— for 
example, the rules in arithmetic — but are enabled to explain the rea- 
son for the rule in a given case, and to exhibit a correct illustration, 
of it, on the blackboard. The classes in arithmetic appeared exceed- 
ingly well. The class in the Fourth Reader, generally. acquitted 
themselves with accuracy and beauty. 
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The old school-room—peace to its ashes—was kept very neatly, 
and the scholars were orderly and attentive. 

Six of the scholars had no mark for absence, and seven more for 
tardiness. I here report, as I shall in all the districts, the names of 
those scholars who were neither absent nor tardy, in a single in- 
stance,—Sarah J. Nichols, Frederic D. Gregg, Edward I. Gregg. 

The Winter School did not commence till Dec. 19, but is compen- 
sated for the delay, with the unusual privilege of a model school- 
room—pronounced by the Commissioner to be equal and in 
some respects, superior to any other in the county. This has been 
obtamed by an outlay of six hundred dollars, under the supervision 
_of Mr, Robert W. Thompson, and from plans reported by Messrs. 
Klbridge G. Perham, Richard Melvin, and Woodbury Storer, and 
adopted by the District at a meeting called to consider them.— 
Great credit is due to all who have had this business in eharge, and 
especially to theDistrict who have so‘liberally provided the means. 

Mr. Burnham is about two thirds through his term, but, several 
visits of the Committee, on one occasion accompanied by the Com- 
missioner, afforded ample opportunity to learn that the instruction 
is intelligent, careful and thorough; and thab gratifying progress is 
making in all the branches of study. If any discrimination is made 
where all appeared so well, it may be said that the first class in Col- 
burn’s Arithmetic, is paying considerable attention to the accuracy 
of reasoning required by that author in the solution of his questions. 
Colburn’s First Lessons in Arithmetic, is perhaps the best book ever 
made on that subject; but the advantage that may be derived from 
its study depends very much upon a strict adherence to its peculiar 
method, and a careful statement of the successive steps in the reas- 
oning, in every case. This will not only make more distinct the 
leathers conceptions of the relations of numbers, but will be at the 
same time, forming the habit of intellectual accuracy.and precision, 
which will be the best means of more extended attainments in future, 
and be extremely valuable in every respect. A little more, care on 
the part of the scholars to keep still, is desirable — also a greater de- 
gree of punctuality and regularity ‘of attendance in both Summer 
and Winter. 


DISTRICT, NO. 3. 


This District has had the same teacher in Summer and Winter, 
Miss Mary J. Choate, who has given satisfaction, it is believed, to her 
employers. In the summer the order was much better than it had 
been in most of the schools of this district for several years. The 
Winter School did not continue to improve in this respect. 

Six scholars in Summer and one in Winter received no mark for 
tardiness. The attendance generally, was very irregular, both in 
Summer and Winter. In'such circumstances, the same degree of 
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progress could not be expected, as when the scholars are regularly in 
their places from day to day; still, considerable improvement was 
apparent, particularly in reading. Singing was practical to some ex- 
tent. Singing is believed to be of decided value, and worthy of gen- 
eral attention in our schools, and, not only as a means of recreation, 
but, also, of the improvement of the voice, and of communicating to 
children the rudiments of the divine art of song. 


DISTRICT, NO. 4. 


This District also has had the same teacher in Summer and Win- 
ter, Miss H M. Webster. The Winter School has several weeks 
still remaining. Miss Webster is methodical and prompt in conduct- 
ing her school, and the scholars are orderly and attentive. In the 
Summer it was particularly noticed that the voices of her scholars, 
were generally, very full and strong, and their articulation distinct 
and accurate. A full and distinct voice, is a very desirable posses- 
sion and one which is too rarely met with in our schools, It is worth 
much persevering effort on the part of every teacher. 

The reading is the branch that would taks the palm in this district 
the present year, though several classes in other branches, were re- 
marked as doing very creditably. 

Tae house is in full repair, neatly kept, and was tastefully adorned 
for the Summer examination, at which also a good number of the 
citizens lent their encouraging presence. 

In the Summer, seven of the scholars were without a mark for 
tardiness, and every scholar had the sign of the teacher’s special 
approbation for deportment. 


DISTRICT, NO. 5. : 


In Summer, Miss L. C. Gregg made her first effort as a school- 
mistress. Miss Gregg is gentle, yet prompt and systematic. Her 
school was quiet, orderly and attentive. School-room neatly kept. 
Improvement in general, especially in some of the reading classes.— 
Three have no marks for absence. One little fellow, four years 
old, Frank W. Brown, was neither absent nor tardy. 

The school in Winter was under the instruction of A. Proctor, 
Hsq., whose accustomed energy, enthusiasm, and perseverance, united 
with his great experience and skill, produced the best results, even 
in the short space of seven weeks, which is the length of the school. 

The attendance was remarkably uniform —29 the whole number 
and 26 the average; six of the males and seven of the females were 
neither absent nor tardy. But 15 marks for tardiness in the whole 
attendance of 29 scholars, 728 days. This regular and punctual at- 
tendance, will sufficiently indicate the extraordinary interest and ex- 
ertions of the scholars, and gives assurance of their propriety of 
conduct and progress in study. It is nearly superfluous to add that 
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the instruction has been rudimental, thorough, reviews frequent, and 
great progress made in the different branches of study. The school- 
room was kept neatly. Here is a good chance to Jay out spare mon- 
ey on a school-house. ‘The scholars who were neither absent nor tar- 
dy, were Charles . Kimball, Thomas Ripley, Charles A. Page, Wm. 
H. Wilson, Aaron Wilson, Caroline Clendennin, A. P. Clendennin, 
Martha A. Clyde, M. A. Clyde, M. A. Wilson, Martha Wilson, Sa- 
rah Wilson, and also the little hero of the Summer School, Frank 
W. Brown. 

It is of the first importance that the teachers of our ¢& hools, should 
be enthusiastic in their work. Without some degree of enthusiasm, 
the teacher can hardly succeed in interesting and profiting much 
his scholars; with it, if other requisite qualifications be not wanting, 
he can do what he pleases with his pupils. A dull, lifeless teacher, 
is fit only to put children to sleep —a wide a-wake teacher, can stir 
up young America anywhere. 


DISTRICT, NO. 6. 


Miss Sarah L. Rogers, the teacher in Summer, succeeded well in 
her aim to have a good school. She awakened considerable interest 
in her scholars, and was able to give them all the mark of her full 
approbation. ‘Two were not absent—one, Sarah HE. Mills, neither 
absent nor tardy during the term. The recitations were prompt and 
correct, and the reading improved. The scholars in Arithmetic used 
the blackboard with facility. This is regarded as a very important 
point. The practice of illustrating and explaining arithmetical prin- 
ciples and operations from the blackboard, conduces to a distinct ap- 
prehension, and thorough knowledge of them; for one must under- 
stand a subject very clearly, in order to explain it satisfactorily to 
another. 

Mr. ©. B. Warner was the teacher of the Winter Schoo]. This 
was Mr. Warner’s first school. His classes appeared to understand 
well the subjects under examination. In reading, especially, very 
marked improvement was manifest in all the classes. Several of the 
scholars, during the present and former terms, have made great prog- 
ress, for their years, in some of the more advanced branches of 
study. 

It is gratifying to learn that this District are about to build them 
a new house, and, it is hoped, on a scale of intelligent liberality, 
that will furnish their children a beautiful and convenient model 
school-house. 


DISTRICT, NO. 7. 


Summer Term, Miss Emily 8. Hunt, teacher... Not being able to 
visit the school at its close, the Committee is not able to report it: 
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condition from observation, and has heard no complaint. Mr. Geo. 
W. Perkins had charge of the Winter School. His examination 
indicated great care and intelligence in Mr. Perkins’ methods of 
teaching, and interest and fidelity, on the part of the schol- 
ars. Particularly was this the case in Grammar, Arithmetic, 
Astronomy, Physiology, and Spelling. This school though short, 
provel that a short school, well taught, is much better than a school 
eyer so long under imperfect instruction. 

The school-room was neatly swept. The house might give place 
to a better, and be only remembered, with respect, for the good it has 
done. 

Many of the scholars in Winter were frequently late at 
school. This habit it is very desirable to correct. The attendance, 
from day to day, was however more regular than the average of the 
other districts. Two of the scholars in Summer, and the same two 
and four others in Winter attended,all the time. The two referred 
to, were Abby Hays, and Fidelia Hays, and they deserve honorable 
mention, notwithstanding a mark or two against them for tardiness, 
— doubtless the fault of others. 


DISTRICT, NO. 8. 


This District, had the same teacher in Summer and Winter, Miss 
Sarah J. Hazelton, who succeeded in interesting greatly her scholars, 
and in advancing them considerably along the path of knowledge. 
Her teaching is thorough. ‘The Third Reader class was noticed as 
acquitting themselves with a great degree of accuracy, with special 
attention to pause, modulation and emphasis. 

Reading is a very beautiful accomplishment, which few possess in 
perfection ; but the acquisition of which, is certainly worthy of dili- 
gent and persevering effort. It is too often the case, that teachers 
are not sufficiently observant of inaccuracies of their scholars in 
reading, or assiduous in their endeavour to correct them When 
they are otherwise, their pupils will not fail to give honorable proof 
of their fidelity to them in this regard. In the Summer School, two 
scholars were not marked for absence. In Summer two, and in Win- 
ter seven more not tardy. 

The exercises of examination, were varied with declamations and 
compositions, which were very creditable to the scholars. 

The people of the District show their deep interest in the educa- 
tion of ‘their children, by frequent calls at the school-room during 
the progress of the school, and by their attendance in large numbers 
at the examinations. More visits of citizens are reported in this 
District than in any other. They have procured heretofore, a fine 
set of outline maps and a small globe, and are to have an unabridged 
Dictionary next. The school-room was kept..very neatly, and was 
tastefully arranged for the examination. 
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The Summer Sshool had an experienced teacher, Miss Susan D. 
Haseltine. Miss Hasrltine is full of expedients for interesting her 
pupils, among which the Committee was pleased to notice singing, as 
valuable for this, as it certainly is for other important purposes.— 
The arrangements of this school were orderly and quiet, the classes 
moving with precision to the tick of the bell. Much improvement 
was perceptible in the reading. particularly in the more difficult qual- 
ities of correct. modulation of the voice and natural expression. The 
writing books were neat, and indicative of considerable care in this 
branch The school-room was handsomely decorated, with wreaths 
and mottos, in evergteen and flowers. ive maps onthe wall, green- 
shades in the windows, and the scholars gala attire, gave a harmonious 
indication of good taste and great interest, which was inoreover veri- 
fied in the exercises of the different classes. The examination was 
attended by many of the people of the District, whose interest in 
the education of their children, is further ‘exhibited the present Win- 
ter, by thei, furnishing to the school Webster’s Dictionary, una- 
bridged. _ | 

The Winter School was taught by Mr. Edward O. Shepard with 
very creditable success. The classes, generally, appeared with ad- 
vantage. The reading which on the first visit seemed to have fall- 
en behind since the Summer, regained its character. Particular at- 
tention was paid to appropriate inflection and expression. In Arith- 
metic, principles as well as practice, were taught. One feature in 
the Arithmetical exercises, peculiar to this school and one other, Mr. 
Proctor’s, is important. It is a general exercise, in which the te ach- 
er gives out rapidly, a series of numbers, and requires the various 
calculations to be made instantly as he proceeds, and the answer to be 
given at once when the question is finished. This exercise is exceed 

ingly valuable for inducing activity and energy in mental operations. 

In this District, in Summer, seven scholars were not absent and 
thirteen not tardy. Four were neither absent nor tardy, Mary Fran- 
ces Webster, Lucy EH. Alexander, Clarence A. Radcliff and Harvey 
C. Alexander. 


DISTRICT, NO. 10. 


But one school ‘in this District the past year, taught by Miss J. A. 
Brown, eighteen weeks. ‘The scholars are all under) twelve, average 

-‘age/ nine’ The teacher reports their:deportmenty, attention to, study, 

 &¢), in most cases, worthy of her special approbation. |And-it is, re- 
markable that in 1225 days of attendance by 17 scholars, there 
should have been only five cases of tardiness., The classes generally 
appeared well—those in Gedgraphy and Physiology very well.— 
Some attention was paid to writing, and the books showed care and 
pains. 
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This general review of the schools of the town is, necessarily, a 
mere outline of their condition. It will however serve to show, it is 
believed, that our schools are in a good degree answering their proper 
end, in instructing and disciplining the minds of our youth. With 
greater facilities, they could doubtless accomplish more. With the. 
means at hand so very inadequate in many of the Districts, a great 
amount of good in the aggregate from year to year, is, without doubt, 
effected. How much more then might be done, if all the people, 
with liberal heart and open hand and appreciative, sense of the neces- 
sities of the case, would supply what is wanting, in buildings, furni« 
ture and apparatus, and add, also at. all times, their powerful moral 
support to the iastruction and superintendance of the schools. 


i 

Annexed is a tabular view of the schools of the town, with con- 
nected matter, required by law to be reported to the Secretary of 
State, and the larger part of which is also required to be reported to 
the town by its Superintending School Committee, all of which is re- 
spectfully submitted. 

EK. G. PARSONS, 
Superintending School Committee. 


Derry, March 3d, 1854. 
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BOOKS USED. 


In Reaprnc—Town’s Series. In Sprtrayc—Town’s Speller and 
Definer. In ArnttumETic—Emerson’s, Holbrook’s, Colburn’s First 
Jiessons, Adams’s Revised, Greenleaf’s Introduction. Greenleat’s 
National.. In Guocrapny—Mitchel’s, Morse’s, Smith’s, and Fowler’s 
Outline Maps. In Gramumar—Wells’, Smith’s, Green’s Analysis. 
IN ALL OTHER BRANCHES—Goodrich’s Hist. U. S., Worcester His- 
tory, Day’s Algebra, Sherwin’s Algebra, Cutter’s Physiology, Tay- 
lor’s, Physiology, Davies’ Geometry, Parker’s Philosophy, Watt’s on 
the Mind, Astronomy. 


District No. 3, received about $18 and No. 5, about $8.50 from 
neighboring towns. 3 


_At the commencement of the present fiscal year, the town hid 
$420 local school funds of which were appropriated to the schools 
tor the current year $220, 


